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An Obfervation of Dr. Johnftons of Pomphret, communicated
by bim to Mr. Litter, and by bim fent in a Letter to the
Publifker, concerning fome Stones of a perfect Gold-coloug,
Jound in Animals.

Hat no page of this Letter may be empty (faith Mr. Lifcr)
I thall tranfcribe for you an Obfervation of Dr. fobzjtons.
In the German Philofophic Epbemerides of the year 1672, I meet
with thefe words of Do&or Wedelius, Obf. 246. pag439. Pojidro
particulamCalculivaccing, inflar Auri foliorum fulgidi; the fubject
of that Obfervation being an Enumeration and the Defcription
of feveral Stones found in divers Animals, as in Doggs,
Hoggs, Staggs, and in Cows alfo ; of which laft the now quoted
words are all he faith. I do begg Dr. Fobuflons parden for
having kept by me two years an Obfervation of this nature,
which he was pleafed to communicate to me, and which yet was
fo furprifing, that I had nottheaflurancetootfer it to you, being,
in this as well as in all other matters, rclating to the poanomena
of Natural Hiftory, very diffident.  What reafons I then had
to doubt of the truth of this Obfervation, he beft knows, and I
{hall not trouble you with ; being a little more confident fince
I rcad the words of D. Wedelius, that the Stones fent me by
the Learned Do&or were fuch indeed, and not fome Infedts
Eges, as I once did verily perfwade myfelf they were.

His Letter bears date April 22. 1672. from Pomphret.

Bout this timetwelvemonth (faith the Doctor Jone Thomas
Capidge, a butcher of Pomphret, killed an Ox for the
thambles, inwhichnothingwasoblferved, preternatural, tillthe
Bladder being blown by his fervant, there was fome thing ob-
ferved fticking to the infide with a dufkifh froth; Keeping the
Bladder half-blown, the butchers Son, who fit{t difcover'd it,
knocked with his hand on the fide and the bottom of the blad-
der, to make it fettle to the neck, and by thaking and {queezing
it got out the froth, and about fwo bundred lirtle globular
ftones of feveral fizes, the biggeft being about this (O) cir-
cumference ;  others like pin-heads or muftard-feed. He
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rubb’d the flimy froth from them, and they appear’d of a
duskifh yellow colour and fmooth. Some he broak, and the
reft he kept in a paper; which when dry, they were like
Seed-pearl, but more fmooth, and of a perfed? gold-colour,
and {o cver after continued, as you {ec them.  Viewed in a
Microfcope, they appeared very polithed, and without any
rugolitics : The Figure in molt was {phaerical 5 in fome a
little compretled ; tT]C colour like burnifht gold. I broke one
or two of them with fome diflicalty, and I found by the
Microfcope, that it was only a thin fhell that was {o orient
and bright, the inner fide of which thell was like unpolifh’e
gold; The inmoft fubftance was like brown Sugar-candy to
the naked cye, but not fo tranfparent: The tafte was not
difcernable.  In Spirit of Vitriol they thrunk much and
wafted, but continued their colour, (poflibly by reafon of
the outward skin, which, it feems, in thefe was as dithcult
to diffolve as in truc pearls:) Likewife Agua fortis would
corrode and diflolve them tumultuoufly.

Thus far the Dostor. 1 do not queftion (fo copcludes Mr.
Lifler, ) but he hath ftore of thefe gudlt ftones in his cabinet;
for, as I remember, he was fo choice of them, that the
parcel he fent me to view, was order’d to be retyrned again ;
at leatl, none of them remained with me.

I am

Yours.
York March 12.
167

Extralts



